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CHORAL EVENSONG

THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY



Hymn

The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine for ever.

Where streams of living water fl ow
my ransomed soul he leadeth,

and where the verdant pastures grow
with food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,

and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home rejoicing brought me.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;

thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spread’st a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;

and O what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice fl oweth!

And so through all the length of days
thy goodness faileth never:

good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house for ever.

Tune: Dominus Regit Me by J B Dykes 1823-76
Words: H W Baker 1821-77
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Welcome

Minister Beloved, we are come together
in the presence of Almighty God
and of the whole company of heaven
to offer unto him, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
our worship and praise and thanksgiving;
to make confession of our sins,
to pray as well for others as for ourselves,
that we may know more truly
the greatness of God’s love
and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace;
and to ask on behalf of all men
such things as their well being doth require.
Wherefore let us kneel now
and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Confession 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred, and strayed from thy ways 
like lost sheep,
we have followed too much
the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things
which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things
which we ought not to have done,
and there is no health in us:
but thou, O Lord,
have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
spare thou them, O God,
which confess their faults,
restore thou them that are penitent,
according to thy promises
declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesu our Lord:
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and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly,
righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy name.
Amen.

The Minister delivers the Absolution

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto
you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.

All  Amen.

Preces
Thomas Ebdon

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips,
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister O God, make speed to save us,
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost;

Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.

Minister Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.

4



Psalm 92

Choir             1 It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord : 
and to sing praises unto thy Name, O most Highest;

2 To tell of thy loving-kindness early in the morning : 
and of thy truth in the night-season;

3 Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the lute :  
upon a loud instrument, and upon the harp.

4 For thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy works : 
and I will rejoice in giving praise for the operations 
of thy hands.

5 O Lord, how glorious are thy works : 
thy thoughts are very deep.

6 An unwise man doth not well consider this : 
and a fool doth not understand it.

7 When the ungodly are green as the grass, and when all the  
workers of wickedness do fl ourish : 
then shall they be destroyed for ever; but thou, Lord, art the  
most Highest for evermore.

8 For lo, thine enemies, O Lord, lo, thine enemies shall perish :  
and all the workers of wickedness shall be destroyed.

9 But mine horn shall be exalted like the horn of an unicorn :  
for I am anointed with fresh oil.

10 Mine eye also shall see his lust of mine enemies : 
and mine ear shall hear his desire of the wicked that arise up  
against me.

11 The righteous shall fl ourish like a palm-tree : 
and shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus.
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12 Such as are planted in the house of the Lord : 
shall fl ourish in the courts of the house of our God.

13 They also shall bring forth more fruit in their age :  
and shall be fat and well-liking.

14 That they may shew how true the Lord my strength is :  
and that there is no unrighteousness in him. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost :
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Chant: Henry Smart 1813-79

Old Testament Lesson
Song of Solomon 2: 1-7
read by Bee Abel

I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. As the lily 
among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.

As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved 
among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with great delight, 
and his fruit was sweet to my taste.

He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me 
was love. Stay me with fl agons, comfort me with apples: for I am 
sick of love.

His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace 
me.
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I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the 
hinds of the fi eld, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he 
please.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Magnifi cat 
Evening Service in F minor – Pelham Humfrey

Choir My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnifi ed me:
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath fi lled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath
holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
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New Testament Lesson
Acts 1: 6-14
read by Anthony Mann

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times 
or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.

And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was 
taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, 
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;

Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.

And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, 
where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, 
and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.

These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, 
with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brethren.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Nunc Dimittis 
Evening Service in F minor – Pelham Humfrey

Choir Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen:
thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucifi ed, dead, and buried:
He descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy Catholic Church;
the Communion of Saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.
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Responses 
Thomas Ebdon

Minister The Lord be with you,
Choir and with thy spirit.

Minister Let us pray.

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us,
Choir and grant us thy salvation.

Minister O Lord, save the Queen,
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness,
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful.

Minister O Lord, save thy people,
Choir and bless thine inheritance.

Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord,
Choir because there is none other that fi ghteth for us,

but only thou, O God.
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Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us,
Choir and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Collects
The fi rst, for the day

Minister Almighty God,  
who didst look upon the lowliness 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
and didst choose her to be the mother of thy only Son:  
grant that we who are redeemed by his blood  
may share with her in the glory of thine eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord,  
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  

Choir Amen.

The second, for Peace

Minister O God, from whom all holy desires,
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
Give unto thy servants that peace
which the world cannot give;
that both our hearts may be set
to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee we being defended
from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Choir Amen.

The third, for Aid against all Perils

Minister Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Choir Amen.
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Anthem
Panis angelicus – João Lourenço Rebelo

Sermon
The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride's

Hymn 
Thine for ever! God of love,

hear us from thy throne above;
thine for ever may we be

here and in eternity.

Thine for ever! Lord of life,
shield us through our earthly strife;

thou, the Life, the Truth, the Way,
guide us to the realms of day.

Thine for ever! O how blest
they who fi nd in thee their rest!

Saviour, guardian, heavenly friend,
O defend us to the end.

Thine for ever! Shepherd, keep
us thy frail and trembling sheep;

safe alone beneath thy care,
let us all thy goodness share.

Panis angelicus, 
fi t panis hominum;
dat panis caelicus, 
fi guris terminum;
O res mirabilis; 
manducat Dominum
pauper, servus et humilis.

The bread of angels
becomes the bread of man; 
this heavenly bread
gives a reality beyond symbols. 
O marvellous thing:
the poor, lowly and humble 
now eats of his Lord.

Words: St Thomas Aquinas
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Thine for ever! Thou our guide,
all our wants by thee supplied,

all our sins by thee forgiven,
lead us, Lord, from earth to heaven. 

Tune: Newington by Archbishop W D Maclagan 1826–1910
Words: M F Maude 1819–1913

Prayers of Intercession
led by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake

This response may be used

Lord, in thy mercy,
All hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of thy Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Hymn 
Teach me, my God and King,

in all things thee to see;
and what I do in anything

to do it as for thee.

A man that looks on glass,
on it may stay his eye;

or, if he pleaseth, through it pass,
and then the heaven espy.

All may of thee partake;
nothing can be so mean

which, with this tincture, For thy sake,
will not grow bright and clean.
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A servant with this clause
makes drudgery divine;

who sweeps a room, as for thy laws,
makes that and the action fi ne.

This is the famous stone
that turneth all to gold;

for that which God doth touch and own
cannot for less be told.

Tune: Sandys from W Sandys’s Christmas Carols 1833 
Words: G Herbert 1593–1633

Blessing

Minister The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you and remain with you always.

Choir Amen.

Organ Voluntary
Finale, Ave maris stella Op 18 – Marcel Dupré

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, London. CCLI Licence no 2277036 
CCLI Streaming Licence no 954810
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this crisis, both through regular giving 
and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially

 through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20

https://www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfleetstreet
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