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CHORAL EVENSONG
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Hymn
Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding;

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say;
‘cast away the dreams of darkness,

O ye children of the day.’

Wakened by the solemn warning,
let the earth-bound soul arise;

Christ, her Sun, all ill dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected,
comes with pardon down from heaven;

let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all to be forgiven;

That when next he comes with glory,
and the world is wrapped in fear,
with his mercy he may shield us,

and with words of love draw near.

Honour, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son,

with the everlasting Spirit,
while eternal ages run.

Tune: Merton by W H Monk 1823-89 
Words: Latin tr. E Caswall 1814-78
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Welcome

Minister Beloved, we are come together
 in the presence of Almighty God
 and of the whole company of heaven
 to offer unto him, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 our worship and praise and thanksgiving;
 to make confession of our sins,
 to pray as well for others as for ourselves,
 that we may know more truly
 the greatness of God’s love
 and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace;
 and to ask on behalf of all men
 such things as their well being doth require.
 Wherefore let us kneel now
 and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Confession 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,
 we have erred, and strayed from thy ways 
 like lost sheep,
 we have followed too much
 the devices and desires of our own hearts,
 we have offended against thy holy laws, 
 we have left undone those things
 which we ought to have done,
 and we have done those things
 which we ought not to have done,
 and there is no health in us:
 but thou, O Lord,
 have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
 spare thou them, O God,
 which confess their faults,
 restore thou them that are penitent,
 according to thy promises
 declared unto mankind
 in Christ Jesu our Lord:
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 and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
 that we may hereafter live a godly,
 righteous, and sober life,
 to the glory of thy holy name.
 Amen.

The Minister delivers the Absolution
 
 May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto
 you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
 time for amendment of life, 
 and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.
All  Amen.

Preces
William Byrd

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips,
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister O God, make speed to save us,
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen.

Minister Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.
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Psalm 96

Choir             
 1 O sing unto the Lord a new song : 
 sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth.

 2 Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name : 
 be telling of his salvation from day to day.

 3 Declare his honour unto the heathen : 
 and his wonders unto all peoples.

 4 For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised :
  he is more to be feared than all gods.

 5 As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols : 
 but it is the Lord that made the heavens.

 6 Glory and worship are before him : 
 power and honour are in his sanctuary.

 7 Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people :  
 ascribe unto the Lord worship and power.

 8 Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name :    
 bring presents, and come into his courts.

 9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness : 
 let the whole earth stand in awe of him.

 10 Tell it out among the heathen, that the Lord is King, and  
 that it is he who hath made the round world so fast that it   
 cannot be moved : 
 and how that he shall judge the people righteously.

 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad : 
 let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is.
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 12 Let the fi eld be joyful, and all that is in it :
  then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the  
 Lord.

 13 For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth :   
 and with righteousness to judge the world, and the   
 people with his truth.  

Chant: Edgar Day 1891-1983

Old Testament Lesson
1 Samuel 3: 1-20
read by Edward Bowsher

And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli. And 
the word of the Lord was precious in those days; there was no 
open vision.

And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his 
place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see; 
And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; 
That the Lord called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. And 
he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And 
he said, I called not; lie down again. And he went and lay down. 
And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and 
went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And he 
answered, I called not, my son; lie down again.

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word 
of the Lord yet revealed unto him. And the Lord called Samuel 
again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, 
Here am I; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that the 
Lord had called the child. Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, 
lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, 
Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place.

And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other times, 
Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy 
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servant heareth. And the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a 
thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it 
shall tingle. 

In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have 
spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an 
end. For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the 
iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not. And therefore I have sworn unto 
the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged 
with sacrifi ce nor offering for ever.

And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors of the 
house of the Lord. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision. Then 
Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And he answered, 
Here am I. And he said, What is the thing that the Lord hath said 
unto thee?  I pray thee hide it not from me: God do so to thee, and 
more also, if thou hide any thing from me of all the things that he 
said unto thee. And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing 
from him. And he said, It is the Lord: let him do what seemeth 
him good.

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let none 
of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan even to 
Beersheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of 
the Lord.

 This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Magnifi cat 
'Caesar's' Evening Service in G –  John Amner

Choir My soul doth magnify the Lord:
 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
 For he hath regarded:
 the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
 For behold, from henceforth:
 all generations shall call me blessed.
 

6



 For he that is mighty hath magnifi ed me:
 and holy is his Name.
 And his mercy is on them that fear him:
 throughout all generations.
 He hath showed strength with his arm:
 he hath scattered the proud
 in the imagination of their hearts.
 He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
 and hath exalted the humble and meek.
 He hath fi lled the hungry with good things:
 and the rich he hath sent empty away.
 He remembering his mercy hath
 holpen his servant Israel:
 as he promised to our forefathers,
 Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
 and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning,
 is now, and ever shall be:
 world without end. Amen.

New Testament Lesson
Ephesians 4: 1-16
read by Lucy Nutt

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all 
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace.

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all.

But unto every one of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, When 
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he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that 
he also descended fi rst into the lower parts of the earth? He 
that descended is the same also that ascended up far above 
all heavens, that he might fi ll all things.) And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ: From whom the whole body fi tly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
 
 This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Nunc Dimittis 
'Caesar's' Evening Service in G –  John Amner

Choir Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
 according to thy word.
 For mine eyes have seen:
 thy salvation;  
 Which thou hast prepared
 before the face of all people;
 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
 and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
 and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning,
 is now, and ever shall be,
 world without end. Amen.
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Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God the Father Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth:
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucifi ed, dead, and buried:
 He descended into hell;
 the third day he rose again from the dead;
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand 
 of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come
 to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost;
 the holy Catholic Church;
 the Communion of Saints;
 the forgiveness of sins;
 the Resurrection of the body,
 and the Life everlasting.
 Amen.

Responses 
William Byrd 

Minister The Lord be with you,
Choir and with thy spirit.
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Minister Let us pray.

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.
 
 Our Father, which art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 Thy kingdom come,
 Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive them that trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
 Amen.

Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us,
Choir and grant us thy salvation.

Minister O Lord, save the Queen,
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness,
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful.

Minister O Lord, save thy people,
Choir and bless thine inheritance.

Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord,
Choir because there is none other that fi ghteth for us,
 but only thou, O God.

Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us,
Choir and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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Collects
The fi rst, for the day

Minister Almighty God, 
 who in Christ makest all things new: 
 transform the poverty of our nature 
 by the riches of thy grace,
 and in the renewal of our lives 
 make known thy heavenly glory; 
 through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord,
 who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever.  
Choir Amen.

The second, for Peace

Minister O God, from whom all holy desires,
 all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
 Give unto thy servants that peace
 which the world cannot give;
 that both our hearts may be set
 to obey thy commandments, 
 and also that by thee we being defended
 from the fear of our enemies
 may pass our time in rest and quietness;
 through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Choir Amen.

The third, for Aid against all Perils

Minister Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
 and by thy great mercy defend us 
 from all perils and dangers of this night; 
 for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Choir Amen.

11



Anthem
Omnes de Saba venient – Orlandus Lassus

Sermon
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride's

Hymn 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea;

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;

yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us:
all our weakness thou dost know;

thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;

lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.

Omnes de Saba venient, 
aurum et thus deferentes,
et laudem Domino annuntiantes. 
Alleluia. 

Reges Tharsis et insulae 
munera offerent,
reges Arabum et Saba 
dona adducent.
Alleluia.

All they from Sheba shall come, 
bringing gold and frankincense,
and showing forth praise to the Lord.
Alleluia.

The kings of Tharsis and the islands 
shall offer presents,
the kings of the Arabians and Sheba 
shall bring gifts.
Alleluia.
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Spirit of our God, descending,
fi ll our hearts with heavenly joy,

love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:

thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

Tune: Mannheim. Melody by F Filitz 1847
Harmony: L Mason 1792-1872
Words: J Edmeston 1791-1867

Prayers of Intercession
led by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride's

This response may be used

Lord, in thy mercy,
All hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of thy Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn 

From the eastern mountains
pressing on they come,

wise men in their wisdom, 
to his humble home;

stirred by deep devotion, 
hasting from afar,

ever journeying onward, 
guided by a star.
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There their Lord and Saviour 
as an infant lay,

wondrous light that led them 
onward on their way,
ever now to lighten
nations from afar,

as they journey homeward
by that guiding star.

Thou who in a manger 
once hast lowly lain,

who dost now in glory 
o'er all kingdoms reign,
gather in the peoples,

who in lands afar
ne'er have seen the brightness 

of thy guiding star.

Until every nation, 
whether bond or free,

'neath thy star-lit banner, 
Jesu, follows thee,

o'er the distant mountains 
to that heavenly home

where nor sin nor sorrow 
evermore shall come. 

Tune: Evelyns by W H Monk 1823-89
Words: G Thring 1823-1903
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Blessing

Minister The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you and remain with you always.

Choir Amen.

Organ Voluntary
Les Mages from La Nativité du Seigneur – Olivier Messiaen

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, London. CCLI Licence no 2277036 
CCLI Streaming Licence no 954810
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this crisis, both through regular giving 
and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially

 through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20




