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Hymn

O worship the King, all glorious above;
O gratefully sing his power and his love;

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise.

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;

his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

The earth with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, thy power hath founded of old;

hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree,
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea.

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
in thee do we trust, nor fi nd thee to fail;

thy mercies how tender, how fi rm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

O measureless might, ineffable love,
while angels delight to hymn thee above,

thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise.

Tune: Hanover 
Descant: A Gray 1855-1935
Words: R Grant 1779-1838

Psalm 104
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Welcome

Minister Beloved, we are come together
in the presence of Almighty God
and of the whole company of heaven
to offer unto him, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
our worship and praise and thanksgiving;
to make confession of our sins,
to pray as well for others as for ourselves,
that we may know more truly
the greatness of God’s love
and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace;
and to ask on behalf of all men
such things as their well being doth require.
Wherefore let us kneel now
and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Confession 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred, and strayed from thy ways 
like lost sheep,
we have followed too much
the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things
which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things
which we ought not to have done,
and there is no health in us:
but thou, O Lord,
have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
spare thou them, O God,
which confess their faults,
restore thou them that are penitent,
according to thy promises
declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesu our Lord:
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and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly,
righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy name.
Amen.

The Minister delivers the Absolution

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto
you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.

All  Amen.

Preces
John Sanders

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips,
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister O God, make speed to save us,
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost;

Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.

Minister Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.
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Psalm 72: 1-7

Choir            1 Give the King thy judgements, O God : 
and thy righteousness unto the King's son.

2 Then shall he judge thy people according unto right :
and defend the poor.

3 The mountains also shall bring peace : 
and the little hills righteousness unto the people.

4 He shall keep the simple folk by their right : 
defend the children of the poor, and punish the 
wrong-doer.

5 They shall fear thee, as long as the sun and moon  
endureth : 
from one generation to another.

6 He shall come down like the rain into a fl eece of wool : 
even as the drops that water the earth.

7 In his time shall the righteous fl ourish : 
yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the moon  
endureth.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost :
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Chant: Alan Gray 1855-1935
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Old Testament Lesson
Daniel 5
read by Pete Picton

Behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, shall lop the bough with 
terror: Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand 
of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. Belshazzar, 
whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and 
silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out 
of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his 
princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. 
Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of 
the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and 
the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank 
in them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of 
silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.

In the same hour came forth fi ngers of a man's hand, and wrote 
over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the 
king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 
Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his 
knees smote one against another. The king cried aloud to bring 
in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the 
king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever 
shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, 
shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his 
neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. Then came 
in all the king's wise men: but they could not read the writing, 
nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof. Then 
was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was 
changed in him, and his lords were astonished.

Now the queen by reason of the words of the king and his lords 
came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, 
O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let 
thy countenance be changed: There is a man in thy kingdom, in 
whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy 
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father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom 
of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar 
thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the 
magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; Forasmuch 
as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, 
interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and 
dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the 
king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will 
shew the interpretation.

Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake 
and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the 
children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father 
brought out of Jewry? I have even heard of thee, that the spirit 
of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and 
excellent wisdom is found in thee. And now the wise men, the 
astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should 
read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing: 
And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, 
and dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and 
make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be 
clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, 
and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom.

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy 
gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will 
read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the 
interpretation. 

O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father 
a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour: And for the 
majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, 
trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and 
whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; 
and whom he would he put down. But when his heart was lifted 
up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his 
kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: And he was 
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driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the 
beasts, and his dwelling they fed him with grass like oxen, 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that 
the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he 
appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 

And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, 
though thou knewest all this; But hast lifted up thyself against 
the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his 
house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy 
concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised 
the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, 
which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorifi ed: Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and 
this writing was written.

And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 
UPHARSIN.

This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and fi nished it. TEKEL; Thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. PERES; Thy 
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 
Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with 
scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a 
proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler 
in the kingdom.

In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 
And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about 
threescore and two years old.

All 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
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Magnifi cat 
'Edington' Evening Service – Grayston Ives

Choir My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnifi ed me:
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath fi lled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath
holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

New Testament Lesson
John 6: 1-15
read by Nina Bennet

After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is 
the sea of Tiberias. And a great multitude followed him, because 
they saw his miracles which he did on them that were diseased. 
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And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his 
disciples. And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.

When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company 
come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy 
bread, that these may eat? And this he said to prove him: for 
he himself knew what he would do. Philip answered him, Two 
hundred pennyworth of bread is not suffi cient for them, that 
every one of them may take a little.

One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto 
him, There is a lad here, which hath fi ve barley loaves, and two 
small fi shes: but what are they among so many? And Jesus said, 
Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. 

So the men sat down, in number about fi ve thousand. And Jesus 
took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to 
the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and 
likewise of the fi shes as much as they would.

When they were fi lled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up 
the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore 
they gathered them together, and fi lled twelve baskets with the 
fragments of the fi ve barley loaves, which remained over and 
above unto them that had eaten.

Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, 
said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the 
world. When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come 
and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again 
into a mountain himself alone.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Nunc Dimittis 
'Edington' Evening Service – Grayston Ives

Choir Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen:
thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucifi ed, dead, and buried:
He descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy Catholic Church;
the Communion of Saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting.
Amen.

Responses 
John Sanders

Minister The Lord be with you,
Choir and with thy spirit.

Minister Let us pray.

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us,
Choir and grant us thy salvation.

Minister O Lord, save the Queen,
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness,
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful.
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Minister O Lord, save thy people,
Choir and bless thine inheritance.

Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord,
Choir because there is none other that fi ghteth for us,

but only thou, O God.

Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us,
Choir and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Collects
The fi rst, for the day

Minister Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ 
ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet;  
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Choir Amen.

The second, for Peace

Minister O God, from whom all holy desires,
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
Give unto thy servants that peace
which the world cannot give;
that both our hearts may be set
to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee we being defended
from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Choir Amen.
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The third, for Aid against all Perils

Minister Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Choir Amen.

Anthem
Let all mortal flesh keep silence – Edward Bairstow

Let all mortal fl esh keep silence
and stand with fear and trembling,
and lift itself above all earthly thought.

For the King of kings and Lord of lords, Christ our God,
cometh forth to be our oblation,
and to be given for food to the faithful.

Before Him come the choirs of angels
with every principality and power;
the Cherubim with many eyes, and wingèd Seraphim,
who veil their faces as they shout exultingly the hymn:
Alleluia!

Words: from the Liturgy of St James

Sermon
The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride's
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Hymn 
God, that madest earth and heaven, 

darkness and light;
who the day for toil hast given, 

for rest the night;
may thine angel-guards defend us,
slumber sweet thy mercy send us,
holy dreams and hopes attend us, 

this livelong night.

Guard us waking, guard us sleeping,
and, when we die,

may we in thy mighty keeping 
all peaceful lie:

when the last dread call shall wake us,
do not thou our God forsake us,

but to reign in glory take us 
with thee on high. 

Tune:  Ar Hyd Y Nos, Trad. Melody Harmony R V W
Words: verse 1: R Heber 1783–1826

verse 2: R Whately 1787–1863

Prayers of Intercession
led by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake

This response may be used

Lord, in thy mercy,
All hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of thy Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Hymn 

Bright the vision that delighted
once the sight of Judah's seer;

sweet the countless tongues united
to entrance the prophet's ear.

Round the Lord in glory seated
cherubim and seraphim

fi lled his temple, and repeated
each to each the alternate hymn:

‘Lord, thy glory fi lls the heaven;
earth is with its fullness stored;

unto thee be glory given,
holy, holy, holy, Lord.’

Heaven is still with glory ringing,
earth takes up the angels' cry,

‘Holy, holy, holy,' singing,
‘Lord of hosts, the Lord most high.’

With his seraph train before him,
with his holy church below,
thus unite we to adore him,

bid we thus our anthem fl ow:

‘Lord, thy glory fi lls the heaven;
earth is with its fullness stored;

unto thee be glory given,
holy, holy, holy, Lord.’

Tune: Laus Deo, R Redhead 1820-1901
Words: R Mant 1776-1848

Isaiah 6
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Blessing

Minister The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you and remain with you always.

Choir Amen.

Organ Voluntary
Choral Prelude 'Kyrie, Gott Vater in Ewigkeit' BWV 669 –
Johann Sebastian Bach
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St BRIDE'S CHRISTMAS CARD
IS HERE!

Why not send your greetings to friends and 
family this Christmas with this beautiful 
'wrap around' design representing our 
stunning church?

The card is now 
available for sale in the 
shop.

PRICE
1 pack of 10 for £10 
10% discount if you buy 
fi ve packs or more.

Please contact 
claire.seaton
@stbrides.com

The greeting 
inside reads:

With warmest 
good wishes for 
Christmas and 
the New Year






