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Hymn
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,

great David’s greater Son!
hail, in the time appointed,

his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,

to set the captive free,
to take away transgression,

and rule in equity.

He comes with succour speedy
to those who suffer wrong;
to help the poor and needy,
and bid the weak be strong;

to give them songs for sighing,
their darkness turn to light,

whose souls, condemned and dying,
were precious in his sight.

Kings shall fall down before him,
and gold and incense bring;
all nations shall adore him,

his praise all people sing:
to him shall prayer unceasing

and daily vows ascend;
his kingdom still increasing,

a kingdom without end.
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O’er every foe victorious,
he on his throne shall rest;

from age to age more glorious,
all-blessing and all–blest:

the tide of time shall never
his covenant remove;

his name shall stand for ever,
his changeless name of love.

Tune: Crüger, Adapted by W Monk 1823-89 
from a chorale by J Crüger 1598-1662

Words: J Montgomery 1771-1854, based on Psalm 72

Welcome

Minister Beloved, we are come together
 in the presence of Almighty God
 and of the whole company of heaven
 to offer unto him, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 our worship and praise and thanksgiving;
 to make confession of our sins,
 to pray as well for others as for ourselves,
 that we may know more truly
 the greatness of God’s love
 and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace;
 and to ask on behalf of all men
 such things as their well being doth require.
 Wherefore let us kneel now
 and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Confession 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,
 we have erred, and strayed from thy ways 
 like lost sheep,
 we have followed too much
 the devices and desires of our own hearts,
 we have offended against thy holy laws, 
 we have left undone those things

3



 which we ought to have done,
 and we have done those things
 which we ought not to have done,
 and there is no health in us:
 but thou, O Lord,
 have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
 spare thou them, O God,
 which confess their faults,
 restore thou them that are penitent,
 according to thy promises
 declared unto mankind
 in Christ Jesu our Lord:
 and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
 that we may hereafter live a godly,
 righteous, and sober life,
 to the glory of thy holy name.
 Amen.

The Minister delivers the Absolution
 
 May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto
 you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
 time for amendment of life, 
 and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.
All  Amen.

Preces
John Reading

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips,
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister O God, make speed to save us,
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.
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Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen.

Minister Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.

Psalm 98

Choir             
 1 O sing unto the Lord a new song : 
 for he hath done marvellous things.
 
 2 With his own right hand, and with his holy arm : 
 hath he gotten himself the victory.

 3 The Lord declared his salvation : 
 his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight 
 of the heathen.

 4 He hath remembered his mercy and truth toward the 
 house of Israel : 
 and all the ends of the world have seen the salvation 
 of our God.

 5 Shew yourselves joyful unto the Lord, all ye lands : 
 sing, rejoice, and give thanks.

 6 Praise the Lord upon the harp : 
 sing to the harp with a psalm of thanksgiving.

 7 With trumpets also and shawms : 
 O shew yourselves joyful before the Lord the King.

 8 Let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is : 
 the round world, and they that dwell therein.
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9 Let the fl oods clap their hands, and let the hills be  
joyful together before the Lord : 
for he is come to judge the earth.

10 With righteousness shall he judge the world : 
and the people with equity.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost :
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Chant: John Goss 1800-80

Old Testament Lesson
Baruch 4: 36-5: end 
read by Bee Abel

Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is 
coming to you from God! 

Behold, your sons are coming, whom you sent away; they are 
coming, gathered from east and west, at the word of the Holy 
One, rejoicing in the glory of God.

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affl iction, O 
Jerusalem, and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from 
God. Put on the robe of the righteousness from God; put on 
your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting. For God 
will show your splendour everywhere under heaven. For your 
name will for ever be called by God, “Peace of righteousness 
and glory of godliness.”

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height and look toward the 
east, and see your children gathered from west and east, at 
the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered 
them. For they went forth from you on foot, led away by their 
enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, 
as on a royal throne. For God has ordered that every high 
mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys 
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fi lled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in 
the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded 
Israel at God’s command. 

For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with 
the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Magnifi cat 
Evening Service in G minor – Henry Purcell

Choir My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnifi ed me:
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath fi lled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath
holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

New Testament Lesson
John 2: 1-11 
read by Matthew Morley

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and 
the mother of Jesus was there: And both Jesus was called, and 
his disciples, to the marriage.

And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto 
him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what 
have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. His mother 
saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.

And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the 
manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three 
fi rkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with 
water. And they fi lled them up to the brim. And he saith unto 
them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. 
And they bare it.

When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made 
wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which 
drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the 
bridegroom, And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning 
doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then 
that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until 
now.

This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

8



Nunc Dimittis 
Evening Service in G minor – Henry Purcell

Choir Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen:
thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucifi ed, dead, and buried:
He descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy Catholic Church;
the Communion of Saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting.
Amen.

Responses 
John Reading

Minister The Lord be with you,
Choir and with thy spirit.

Minister Let us pray.

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us,
Choir and grant us thy salvation.

Minister O Lord, save the Queen,
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness,
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful.
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Minister O Lord, save thy people,
Choir and bless thine inheritance.

Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord,
Choir because there is none other that fi ghteth for us,

but only thou, O God.

Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us,
Choir and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Collects
The fi rst, for the day

Minister O God, who by the leading of a star 
didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles:  
mercifully grant that we, 
who know thee now by faith, 
may after this life have the fruition 
of thy glorious Godhead; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

Choir Amen.

The second, for Peace

Minister O God, from whom all holy desires,
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
Give unto thy servants that peace
which the world cannot give;
that both our hearts may be set
to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee we being defended
from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Choir Amen.
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The third, for Aid against all Perils

Minister Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Choir Amen.

Anthem
Bethlehem Down – Peter Warlock

“When He is King we will give him the King's gifts,
myrrh for its sweetness, and gold for a crown,
beautiful robes”, said the young girl to Joseph
fair with her fi rst-born on Bethlehem Down.

Bethlehem Down is full of the starlight
winds for the spices, and stars for the gold,
Mary for sleep, and for lullaby music
songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold.

When He is King they will clothe Him in grave-sheets,
myrrh for embalming, and wood for a crown,
he that lies now in the white arms of Mary
Sleeping so lightly on Bethlehem Down.

Here He has peace and a short while for dreaming,
close-huddled oxen to keep Him from cold,
Mary for love, and for lullaby music
songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold.

Words: Bruce Blunt 1899-1957

Sermon
The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride's
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Hymn 
What child is this, who, laid to rest,

on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds worship and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring him praise

the babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies he in such mean estate,
where ox and ass are feeding?

Come, have no fear, God’s son in here, 
His love all loves exceeding:

Nails, spear, shall pierce him through, 
the cross be borne for me, for you:

hail, hail, the saviour comes,
the Babe, the son of Mary.

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, 
all tongues and peoples own him,

the King of kings salvations brings,
let every heart enthroned him:
Raise, raise your song on high

while Mary sing a lullaby,
joy, joy, for Christ is born,
the Babe, the son of Mary.

Tune: Greensleeves traditional English Melody, arranged by C H D
Words: W Chatterton Dix 1837-98
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Prayers of Intercession
led by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake

This response may be used

Lord, in thy mercy,
All hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of thy Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn 

Angels from the realms of glory,
wing your fl ight o'er all the earth;

ye who sang creation's story
now proclaim Messiah's birth:

Come and worship
Christ the new-born king.

Come and worship,
Worship Christ the new-born king.

Shepherds, in the fi eld abiding,
watching o'er your fl ocks by night,

God with us is now residing;
yonder shines the infant Light:

Come and worship...

Sages, leave your contemplations;
brighter visions beam afar;

seek the great Desire of Nations;
ye have seen his natal star:

Come and worship...
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Saints before the altar bending,
watching long in hope and fear,
suddenly the Lord, descending,

in his temple shall appear:
Come and worship...

Though an infant now we view him,
he shall fi ll his Father's throne,

gather all the nations to him;
every knee shall then bow down:

Come and worship...

Tune: Iris. French traditional carol harmonised by M Shaw 1875-1958
Words: J Montgomery 1771-1854

Blessing

Minister The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
 keep your hearts and minds
 in the knowledge and love of God,
 and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
 and the blessing of God almighty,
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
 be amongst you and remain with you always.
Choir Amen.

Organ Voluntary
Marche des Rois Mages – Théodore Dubois
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this crisis, both through regular giving 
and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially

 through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20

https://www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfleetstreet
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