
30th JANUARY 2022, 5:30pm

CHORAL EVENSONG

the PRESENTATION
of CHRIST in the TEMPLE

(CANDLEMAS) 



Hymn
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea;

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;

yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us:
all our weakness thou dost know;

thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;

lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.

Spirit of our God, descending,
fi ll our hearts with heavenly joy,

love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:

thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

Tune: Mannheim. Melody by F Filitz 1847
Words: L Mason 1792-1872

Welcome

Minister Beloved, we are come together
 in the presence of Almighty God
 and of the whole company of heaven
 to offer unto him, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 our worship and praise and thanksgiving;
 to make confession of our sins,
 to pray as well for others as for ourselves,
 that we may know more truly
 the greatness of God’s love
 and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace;
 

1



 and to ask on behalf of all men
 such things as their well being doth require.
 Wherefore let us kneel now
 and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Confession 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,
 we have erred, and strayed from thy ways 
 like lost sheep,
 we have followed too much
 the devices and desires of our own hearts,
 we have offended against thy holy laws, 
 we have left undone those things
 which we ought to have done,
 and we have done those things
 which we ought not to have done,
 and there is no health in us:
 but thou, O Lord,
 have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
 spare thou them, O God,
 which confess their faults,
 restore thou them that are penitent,
 according to thy promises
 declared unto mankind
 in Christ Jesu our Lord:
 and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
 that we may hereafter live a godly,
 righteous, and sober life,
 to the glory of thy holy name.
 Amen.
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The Minister delivers the Absolution
 
 May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto
 you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
 time for amendment of life, 
 and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.
All  Amen.

Preces
Philip Radcliffe

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips,
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister O God, make speed to save us,
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen.

Minister Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.

Psalm 122

Choir             
 1 I was glad when they said unto me : 
 We will go into the house of the Lord.

 2 Our feet shall stand in thy gates :
 O Jerusalem.

 3 Jerusalem is built as a city : 
 that is at unity in itself.
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 4 For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord : 
 to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the Name of   
 the Lord.

 5 For there is the seat of judgment : 
 even the seat of the house of David.

 6 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem : 
 they shall prosper that love thee.

 7 Peace be within thy walls : 
 and plenteousness within thy palaces.

 8 For my brethren and companions' sakes : 
 I will wish thee prosperity.

 9 Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God : 
 I will seek to do thee good.
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
 and to the Holy Ghost :
 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
 world without end. Amen.
  

Chant: John Stainer 1840-1901

Old Testament Lesson
Haggai 2: 1-9
read by Bob Bryan

In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, 
came the word of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying, Speak now 
to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua 
the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, 
saying, Who is left among you that saw this house in her fi rst glory? 
and how do ye see it now? Is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as 
nothing? 
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Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, 
O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all 
ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work: for I am with 
you, saith the Lord of hosts: According to the word that I 
covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit 
remaineth among you: fear ye not. For thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, 
and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; And I will shake 
all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will 
fi ll this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. The silver is 
mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. The glory 
of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith 
the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the 
Lord of hosts.
 
 This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Magnifi cat 
Fifth Evening Service – Thomas Tomkins 

Choir My soul doth magnify the Lord:
 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
 For he hath regarded:
 the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
 For behold, from henceforth:
 all generations shall call me blessed.
 For he that is mighty hath magnifi ed me:
 and holy is his Name.
 And his mercy is on them that fear him:
 throughout all generations.
 He hath showed strength with his arm:
 he hath scattered the proud
 in the imagination of their hearts.
 He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
 and hath exalted the humble and meek.
 He hath fi lled the hungry with good things:
 and the rich he hath sent empty away.
 

5



 He remembering his mercy hath
 holpen his servant Israel:
 as he promised to our forefathers,
 Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
 and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning,
 is now, and ever shall be:
 world without end. Amen.

New Testament Lesson
John 2: 18-22 
read by Kirsty McEwen

Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest 
thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?

Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.

Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in 
building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But he spake of 
the temple of his body. When therefore he was risen from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; 
and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had 
said.

 This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Nunc Dimittis 
Fifth Evening Service – Thomas Tomkins 

Choir Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
 according to thy word.
 For mine eyes have seen:
 thy salvation;  

 Which thou hast prepared
 before the face of all people;
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 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
 and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
 and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning,
 is now, and ever shall be,
 world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God the Father Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth:
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucifi ed, dead, and buried:
 He descended into hell;
 the third day he rose again from the dead;
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand 
 of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come
 to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost;
 the holy Catholic Church;
 the Communion of Saints;
 the forgiveness of sins;
 the Resurrection of the body,
 and the Life everlasting.
 Amen.

Responses 
Philip Radcliffe

Minister The Lord be with you,
Choir and with thy spirit.

Minister Let us pray.
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Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.
 Our Father, which art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 Thy kingdom come,
 Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive them that trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
 Amen.

Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us,
Choir and grant us thy salvation.

Minister O Lord, save the Queen,
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness,
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful.

Minister O Lord, save thy people,
Choir and bless thine inheritance.

Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord,
Choir because there is none other that fi ghteth for us,
 but only thou, O God.

Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us,
Choir and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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Collects
The fi rst, for the day

Minister Almighty and ever-living God, 
 we humbly beseech thy majesty, 
 that, as thy only-begotten Son 
 was this day presented in the Temple, 
 in substance of our fl esh, 
 so we may be presented unto thee 
 with pure and clean hearts, 
 by thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever.
Choir Amen.

The second, for Peace

Minister O God, from whom all holy desires,
 all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
 Give unto thy servants that peace
 which the world cannot give;
 that both our hearts may be set
 to obey thy commandments, 
 and also that by thee we being defended
 from the fear of our enemies
 may pass our time in rest and quietness;
 through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Choir Amen.

The third, for Aid against all Perils

Minister Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
 and by thy great mercy defend us 
 from all perils and dangers of this night; 
 for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Choir Amen.
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Anthem
O nata lux de lumine –  Thomas Tallis

Sermon  
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride's
 
Hymn 

God of mercy, God of grace,
show the brightness of thy face;

shine upon us, Saviour, shine,
fi ll thy church with light divine;

and thy saving health extend
unto earth’s remotest end.

Let the people praise thee, Lord;
be by all that live adored;

let the nations shout and sing
glory to their Saviour King;
at thy feet their tribute pay,

and thy holy will obey.

O nata lux de lumine,
Jesu redemptor saeculi, 
dignare clemens supplicum
laudes preces que sumere.
 
Qui carne quondam contegi
dignatus es pro perditis.
nos membra confer effi ci
tui beati corporis.

O light born of light,
Jesus redeemer of the world,
gently consider your suppliants'
praises and prayers which they offer.
 
You who once considered it right
to be clothed in fl esh for sinners,
grant us to be made limbs of 
your blessed body.
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Let the people praise thee, Lord;
earth shall then her fruits afford;

God to man his blessing give,
man to God devoted live;
all below, and all above,

one in joy and light and love.

Tune: Heathlands by H Smart 1813–79
Words: H F Lyte 1793-1847 from Psalm 67

Prayers of Intercession
led by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride's 

This response may be used

 Lord, in thy mercy,
All hear our prayer.

 Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
 for the sake of thy Son,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn 

Thy kingdom come! On bended knee
the passing ages pray; 

and faithful souls have yearned to see
on earth that kingdom’s day.

But the slow watches of the night
not less to God belong;

and for the everlasting right
the silent stars are strong.
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And lo, already on the hills
the fl ags of dawn appear;

gird up your loins, ye prophet souls,
proclaim the day is near:

The day in whose clear-shining light
all wrong shall stand revealed,

when justice shall be throned in might,
and every hurt be healed;

When knowledge, hand in hand with peace,
shall walk the earth abroad:

the day of perfect righteousness,
the promised day of God.

Tune: Irish by S Powell, Dublin 1749
Words: F Hosmer 1840-1929

Blessing

Minister The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
 keep your hearts and minds
 in the knowledge and love of God,
 and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
 and the blessing of God almighty,
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
 be amongst you and remain with you always.
Choir Amen.

Organ Voluntary
Master Tallis's Testament – Herbert Howells
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this crisis, both through regular giving 
and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially

 through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20




