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Opening Sentence 
Jesus said, ‘What therefore God has joined together, let not man put 

asunder.’

Hymn
Of the Father’s love begotten

ere the worlds began to be,
he is Alpha and Omega,

he the source, the ending he,
of the things that are, that have been,

and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore.

O that birth for ever blessèd,
when the Virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving,
bare the Saviour of our race,

and the babe, the world’s Redeemer,
fi rst revealed his sacred face,

evermore and evermore.

O ye heights of heaven, adore him;
angel hosts, his praises sing;

powers, dominions, bow before him,
and extol our God and King:

let no tongue on earth be silent,
every voice in concert ring,

evermore and evermore.

Tune: Divinum Mysterium from Piae Cantiones 1582
Words: Latin by Prudentius 348-413

Tr. J M Neale 1818-1866

Minister The Lord be with you,
All and also with you.

Welcome

2



Prayer of Preparation

All Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer of Penitence

Minister  God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life.  
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
fi rmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all.

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life to the glory of your name. 
Amen.
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Minister Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confi rm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All  Amen.

Gloria
Communion Service ‘Collegium Regale’ – Herbert Howells

Choir  Glory be to God on high,
and in earth peace, 
good will to all men.
We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee, we glorify thee.
We give thanks to thee for thy great glory.
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ,
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us:
thou that takest away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer:
thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord,
Thou only O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Collect
Minister Almighty and everlasting God,

increase in us your gift of faith
that, forsaking what lies behind
and reaching out to that which is before, 
we may run the way of your commandments 
and win the crown of everlasting joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

All   Amen.

First Reading
Genesis 2: 18-24
read by Robin Turner

The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I 
will make him a helper fi t for him.” So out of the ground the Lord 
God formed every beast of the fi eld and every bird of the air, and 
brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and 
whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 
The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and 
to every beast of the fi eld; but for the man there was not found a 
helper fi t for him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with fl esh; and the rib which the Lord God had taken from the 
man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the 
man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and fl esh of my fl esh;
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his 
wife, and they become one fl esh.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Canticle
Jubilate – William Walton

Choir           O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:
serve the Lord with gladness, 
and come before his presence with a song.
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; 
it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, 
and into his courts with praise;
be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name.
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting;
and his truth endureth from generation to generation.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Second Reading
Hebrews 1: 1-14, 2: 5-12
read by Lesley-Ann Jones

In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the 
prophets; but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom 
he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created 
the world. He refl ects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of 
his nature, upholding the universe by his word of power. When he 
had made purifi cation for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the 
name he has obtained is more excellent than theirs. For it was not 
to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are 
speaking. It has been testifi ed somewhere, “What is man that thou 
art mindful of him, or the son of man, that thou carest for him?
Thou didst make him for a little while lower than the angels, thou 
hast crowned him with glory and honor, putting everything in 
subjection under his feet.” 
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Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing 
outside his control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in 
subjection to him. But we see Jesus, who for a little while was 
made lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honor 
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he 
might taste death for every one.

For it was fi tting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, 
in bringing many sons to glory, should make the pioneer of their 
salvation perfect through suffering. For he who sanctifi es and 
those who are sanctifi ed have all one origin. That is why he is not 
ashamed to call them brethren, saying, “I will proclaim thy name 
to my brethren, in the midst of the congregation I will praise 
thee.”

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,

whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,

your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,

be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,

be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

7



Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,

be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Tune: Slane, traditional Irish Melody. Harmony by E Routley 1917–82
Words: J Struther 1901–53

Gospel Reading

Reader Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to Mark.

All   Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 10: 2-16
read by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake

Some Pharisees came and in order to test Jesus asked, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What 
did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man 
to write a certifi cate of divorce, and to put her away.” But Jesus 
said to them, “For your hardness of heart he wrote you this 
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made 
them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one fl esh.’ So they are no longer two but one fl esh. What 
therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder.”

And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 
And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries 
another, commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her 
husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
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And they were bringing children to him, that he might touch 
them; and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it he 
was indignant, and said to them, “Let the children come to me, 
do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 
Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms and 
blessed them, laying his hands upon them.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon  
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride's

Creed
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucifi ed
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorifi ed,
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
led by Robin Turner

These responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy,
All hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace

Minister Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God
in one body by the cross.  
We meet in his name and we share his peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.
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Preparation of the Table

Hymn

Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne;

hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own!

Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,

and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

Crown him the Virgin’s Son,
the God incarnate born,

whose arm those crimson trophies won
which now his brow adorn:

Fruit of the mystic Rose,
as of that Rose the Stem;

the Root whence mercy ever fl ows,
the Babe of Bethlehem.

Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,

those wounds yet visible above
in beauty glorifi ed:
no angel in the sky

can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends his burning eye

at mysteries so bright.
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Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose power a sceptre sways

from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
and all be prayer and praise:
his reign shall know no end,

and round his piercèd feet
fair fl owers of paradise extend

their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown him the Lord of years,
the Potentate of time,

creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime:

all hail, Redeemer, hail!
For thou hast died for me;

thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.

Tune: Diademata by G Elvey 1816–93
Words: M Bridges 1800–94

Minister Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life.

All  Blessed be God for ever.

Minister   Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become our spiritual drink.

All  Blessed be God for ever.
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Eucharistic Prayer

Minister  The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Minister  Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Minister  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

Minister  Let us pray.

Minister  It is indeed right,
it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For he is your living Word;
through him you have created all things
from the beginning,
and formed us in your own image.

Through him you have freed us
from the slavery of sin,
giving him to be born of a woman
and to die upon the cross;
you raised him from the dead
and exalted him to your right hand on high.
Through him you have sent upon us
your holy and life-giving Spirit,
and made us a people for your own possession. 
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Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing:

Sanctus and Benedictus
Communion Service ‘Collegium Regale’ – Herbert Howells

Choir Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Consecration

Minister Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example 
and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.
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Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection 
and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of his kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Minister  Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Minister  Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifi ce of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love,
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise.

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer

Minister  Let us pray with confi dence as our Saviour has  
taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Minister  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ:
All Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion

         Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

All We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
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We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the fl esh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies
may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

Anthem
My eyes for beauty pine – Herbert Howells

My eyes for beauty pine, 
my soul for Goddes grace:
no other care nor hope is mine, 
to heaven I turn my face.

One splendour thence is shed 
from all the stars above:
‘tis named when God’s name is said, 
‘tis Love, ‘tis heavenly Love.

And every gentle heart, 
that burns with true desire,
is lit from eyes that mirror part 
of that celestial fi re.

Words: Robert Bridges 1844-1930

Prayers after Communion
The minister leads the post communion prayer for the day

Minister  Let us pray.
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Minister  We praise and thank you, O Christ, 
for this sacred feast: 
for here we receive you, 
here the memory of your passion is renewed, 
here our minds are fi lled with grace, 
and here a pledge of future glory is given, 
when we shall feast at that table 
where you reign with all your saints for ever.

All Amen.

All Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifi ce.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen.

Hymn 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;

tender to me the promise of his word;
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name!
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;

his mercy sure, from age to age the same;
his holy name, the Lord, the mighty one.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to fl ight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.
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Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children’s children and for evermore!

Tune: Woodlands by W Greatorex 1877-1949
Words: T Dudley-Smith b. 1926

Based on Luke 1: 46-55 in the New English Bible

Blessing 

Minister     The peace of God which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.

All  Amen.

Dismissal

Minister Go in the peace of Christ. 
Choir Thanks be to God. 

Organ Voluntary 
Choral Op 37 No 4 – Joseph Jongen (played by Benjamin Giddens)

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, London. CCLI Licence no 2277036 
CCLI Streaming Licence no 954810
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this crisis, both through regular giving 
and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially

 through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20

https://www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfleetstreet
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