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Opening Sentence 
John answered them: ‘I baptise you with water, but he who is mightier 
than I is coming, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie; 

he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fi re.’

Hymn

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation;
O my soul, praise him, 

for he is thy health and salvation:
all ye who hear,

now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things
so wondrously reigneth,

shieldeth thee gently from harm, 
or when fainting sustaineth:

hast thou not seen how thy heart’s wishes have been
granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work
and defend thee;

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend thee:
ponder anew

what the Almighty can do,
if to the end he befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath,

come now with praises before him!
Let the Amen

sound from his people again:
gladly for aye we adore him!

Tune: Lobe den Herren, 17th century German, set to Neander’s Lobe den Herren in 1863 
Words: German, J Neander 1650-80, Tr C Winkworth 1827–78
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Minister The Lord be with you,
All and also with you.

Welcome

Prayer of Preparation

All Almighty God,
 to whom all hearts are open,
 all desires known,
 and from whom no secrets are hidden:
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
 that we may perfectly love you,
 and worthily magnify your holy name;
 through Christ our Lord.
 Amen.

Prayer of Penitence

Minister  The grace of God has dawned upon the world    
 through our Saviour Jesus Christ, who sacrifi ced    
 himself for us to purify a people as his own.  
 Let us confess our sins.

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
  we have sinned against you
  and against our neighbour
  in thought and word and deed,
  through negligence, through weakness,
  through our own deliberate fault.
  We are truly sorry
  and repent of all our sins.
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
  who died for us,
  forgive us all that is past
  and grant that we may serve you 
 in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.
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Gloria
Missa brevis – Lennox Berkeley

Choir 
Gloria in excelsis Deo,   Glory to God in the highest,
et in terra pax   and on earth peace,
hominibus bonae voluntatis.  good will to all people.
Laudamus te, benedicimus te,  We praise you, we bless you,
adoramus te, glorifi camus te.  we adore you, we glorify you.
Gratias agimus tibi   We give thanks to you
propter magnam gloriam tuam. for your great glory.

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis  Lord God, heavenly King,
Deus Pater omnipotens.   God, the Father Almighty.
Domine Fili unigenite,    Lord, only-begotten Son, 
Jesu Christe,    Jesus Christ,
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,  Lord God, Lamb of God,
Filius Patris.   Son of the Father.

Qui tollis    You who take away
peccata mundi,   the sins of the world,
miserere nobis:   have mercy on us:
Qui tollis     You who take away
peccata mundi,   the sins of the world,
suscipe deprecationem nostram: receive our prayer:
qui sedes    you who are seated 
ad dexteram Patris,   at the right hand of the Father,
miserere nobis.   have mercy on us.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus,  For you alone are holy,
tu solus Dominus,   you alone are the Lord,
tu solus altissimus,    you alone are most high, 
Jesu Christe,    Jesus Christ,
cum Sancto Spiritu,   with the Holy Spirit,
in gloria Dei Patris.     in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen.    Amen.
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Collect
Minister Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus 

revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,  
that we may be faithful to our calling 
as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All   Amen.

First Reading
Isaiah 43: 1-7
read by Roger Garside

Thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed 
you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you 
by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters I will 
be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 
you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the 
flame shall not consume you.

“For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for 
you. Because you are precious in my eyes, and honoured, and I 
love you, I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange for 
your life. 

“Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the 
east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, 
Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from 
afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is 
called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed 
and made.”

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 29

Choir 1 Bring unto the Lord, O ye mighty, bring young rams  
unto the Lord : 
ascribe unto the Lord worship and strength.

2 Give the Lord the honour due unto his Name : 
worship the Lord with holy worship.

3 It is the Lord that commandeth the waters : 
it is the glorious God that maketh the thunder.

4 It is the Lord that ruleth the sea; the voice of the Lord  
is mighty in operation : 
the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice.

5 The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedar-trees :      
yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars of Libanus.

6 He maketh them also to skip like a calf : 
Libanus also, and Sirion, like a young unicorn.

7 The voice of the Lord divideth the fl ames of fi re; the  
voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness : 
yea, the Lord shaketh the wilderness of Cades.

8 The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to bring forth  
young, and discovereth the thick bushes : 
in his temple doth every man speak of his honour.

9 The Lord sitteth above the water-fl ood : 
and the Lord remaineth a King for ever.

10 The Lord shall give strength unto his people : 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost :
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Chant: Thomas Attwood 1765-1838

Second Reading
Acts 8: 14-17 
read by Claire Seaton

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, who 
came down and prayed for them that they might receive the 
Holy Spirit; for it had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had 
only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid 
their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,
all for love’s sake becamest poor;

thrones for a manger didst surrender,
sapphire-paved courts for stable fl oor.

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,
all for love’s sake becamest poor.

Thou who art God beyond all praising,
all for love’s sake becamest man;

stooping so low, but sinners raising
heavenwards by thine eternal plan.

Thou who art God beyond all praising,
all for love’s sake becamest man.
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Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship thee.

Emmanuel, within us dwelling,
make us what thou wouldst have us be.

Thou who art love, beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship thee.

Tune: Fragrance, French trad, arr C H Kitson 1874-1944
Words: F Houghton 1894-1972

Gospel Reading

Reader Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to Luke.

All Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 
read by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake

As the people were in expectation, and all men questioned in 
their hearts concerning John, whether perhaps he were the 
Christ, John answered them all, “I baptise you with water; but 
he who is mightier than I is coming, the thong of whose sandals 
I am not worthy to untie; he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fi re. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear 
his threshing fl oor, and to gather the wheat into his granary, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fi re.”

Now when all the people were baptised, and when Jesus also had 
been baptised and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form, as a dove, and a 
voice came from heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I 
am well pleased.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon  
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride's
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Prayers of Intercession 
led by Jane Wilkinson

These responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy,
All Hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace

Minister Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace.  
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.

Preparation of the Table

Hymn

We have a gospel to proclaim,
good news for all throughout the earth;

the gospel of a Saviour’s name:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem
not in a royal house or hall

but in a stable dark and dim,
the Word made fl esh, a light for all.
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Tell of his death at Calvary,
hated by those he came to save,
in lonely suffering on the cross;
for all he loved his life he gave.

Tell of that glorious Easter morn:
empty the tomb, for he was free.

He broke the power of death and hell
that we might share his victory.

Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
by all creation glorifi ed.

He sends his Spirit on his church
to live for him, the Lamb who died.

Now we rejoice to name him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.

This gospel-message we proclaim:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.

Tune: Fulda by W Gardiner 1770-1853
 in Sacred Melodies 1815

Words: E Burns b. 1938

Minister     Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.                                
          Through your goodness we have this bread to offer,    
                   which earth has given and human hands have made.    
                      It will become for us the bread of life.
All           Blessed be God for ever.

Minister   Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
  Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
  fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
  It will become our spiritual drink.
All  Blessed be God for ever.
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Eucharistic Prayer

Minister  The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Minister  Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Minister  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

Minister  Let us pray.

It is indeed right,
it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

And now we give you thanks because, 
in the incarnation of the Word, 
a new light has dawned upon the world,
that all the nations may be brought out of darkness 
to see the radiance of your glory.

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing:
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Sanctus and Benedictus
Missa brevis – Lennox Berkeley

Choir 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus  Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth,   God of power and might,
pleni sunt caeli et terra   heaven and earth
gloria tua.    are full of your glory.
Hosanna in excelsis.   Hosanna in the highest.

Benedictus qui venit   Blessed is he who comes
in nomine Domini.   in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in excelsis.   Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Consecration

Minister Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
    through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
    and as we follow his example 
 and obey his command,
    grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
    these gifts of bread and wine
    may be to us his body and his blood;
    
 Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
 took bread and gave you thanks;
    he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
    Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
    do this in remembrance of me.
    
 In the same way, after supper he took the cup
    and gave you thanks;
 he gave it to them, saying:
 Drink this, all of you;
    this is my blood of the new covenant,
    which is shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins.
 Do this, as often as you drink it,
    in remembrance of me.

12



 Therefore, heavenly Father,
    we remember his offering of himself
    made once for all upon the cross;
    we proclaim his mighty resurrection 
 and glorious ascension;
    we look for the coming of his kingdom,
    and with this bread and this cup
    we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Minister  Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

Minister  Accept through him, our great high priest,
    this our sacrifi ce of thanks and praise,
    and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
    in the presence of your divine majesty,
    renew us by your Spirit,
    inspire us with your love,
    and unite us in the body of your Son,
    Jesus Christ our Lord.
 
 Through him, and with him, and in him,
    in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
    with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
 we worship you, Father almighty,
    in songs of everlasting praise.

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power
 be yours for ever and ever.
 Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer

Minister  Let us pray with confi dence as our Saviour has   
 taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Minister  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ:
All Though we are many, we are one body,
 because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
          
          Draw near with faith.
 Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
 which he gave for you,
 and his blood which he shed for you.
 Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
 and feed on him in your hearts
 by faith with thanksgiving.
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All We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the fl esh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies
may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

Anthem
O for a closer walk with God – Anthony Baldwin

O for a closer walk with God,
a calm and heavenly frame;
a light to shine upon the road
that leads me to the Lamb!

Return, O holy dove, return,
sweet messenger of rest:
I hate the sins that made thee mourn 
and drove thee from my breast.

So shall my walk be close with God, 
calm and serene my frame;
so purer light shall mark the road 
that leads me to the Lamb.

Text: William Cowper 1731-1800
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Prayers after Communion
The minister leads the post communion prayer for the day

Minister  Let us pray.

Minister  Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father  
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen.

All Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifi ce.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen.
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Hymn 

When Jesus came to Jordan
to be baptised by John,

he did not come for pardon,
but as his Father’s Son.

He came to share repentance
with all who mourn their sins,

to speak the vital sentence
with which good news begins.

He came to share temptation,
our utmost woe and loss;
for us and our salvation

to die upon the cross.
So when the Dove descended

on him, the Son of Man,
the hidden years had ended,

the age of grace began.

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us
to keep the vows we make,

this very day invade us,
and every bondage break.

Come, give our lives direction,
the gift we covet most:

to share the resurrection
that leads to Pentecost.

Tune: Offertorium adapted from M Haydn 1737-1806
Words: F Pratt Green 1903-2000
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Blessing 

Minister     Christ the Son of God 
perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts 
with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you now and always. 

All  Amen.

Dismissal

Minister Go in the peace of Christ. 
Choir Thanks be to God. 

Organ Voluntary 
Les enfants de Dieu from La Nativité du Seigneur – Olivier Messiaen

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, London. CCLI Licence no 2277036 
CCLI Streaming Licence no 954810
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this crisis, both through regular giving 
and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially

 through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20

https://www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfleetstreet
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