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Opening Sentence 
St Paul writes: ‘Stand fi rm in the Lord, my beloved.’

Hymn

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o’er the world’s tempestuous sea;

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;

yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us:
all our weakness thou dost know;

thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;

lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.

Spirit of our God, descending,
fi ll our hearts with heavenly joy,

love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:

thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

Tune: Mannheim. Melody by F Filitz 1847
Harmony: L Mason 1792–1872
Words: J Edmeston 1791–1867

Minister     The Lord be with you,
All and also with you.

Welcome
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Prayer of Preparation

All Almighty God,
 to whom all hearts are open,
 all desires known,
 and from whom no secrets are hidden:
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
 that we may perfectly love you,
 and worthily magnify your holy name;
 through Christ our Lord.
 Amen.

Prayer of Penitence

Minister  The sacrifi ce of God is a broken spirit.  
 A broken and contrite heart God will not despise.  
 Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
 and acknowledge our transgressions 
 in penitence and faith.

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
  we have sinned against you
  and against our neighbour
  in thought and word and deed,
  through negligence, through weakness,
  through our own deliberate fault.
  We are truly sorry
  and repent of all our sins.
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
  who died for us,
  forgive us all that is past
  and grant that we may serve you 
 in newness of life to the glory of your name.   
 Amen.
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Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie
Messe en l'honneur du Saint-Sacrement, Op 130 – Joseph Jongen

Choir
Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Absolution
Minister Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confi rm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All  Amen.

Collect
Minister Almighty God, 

you show to those who are in error 
the light of your truth, 
that they may return to the way of righteousness: 
grant to all those who are admitted 
into the fellowship of Christ's religion, 
that they may reject those things 
that are contrary to their profession,
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same;  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen.
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First Reading
Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18 
read by Christopher Betterton

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But 
Abram said, “O Lord God, what wilt thou give me, for I continue 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
And Abram said, “Behold, thou hast given me no offspring; 
and a slave born in my house will be my heir.” And behold, the 
word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; 
your own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside 
and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you 
are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and he reckoned it to 
him as righteousness.

And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of 
the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O 
Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to 
him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a she-goat three years 
old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 
And he brought him all these, cut them in two, and laid each 
half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 
And when birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, Abram 
drove them away.

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram; and lo, a 
dread and great darkness fell upon him.

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a 
smoking fi re pot and a fl aming torch passed between these 
pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 27

Choir 
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then  
shall I fear : 
the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I  
be afraid?

2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes,  
came upon me to eat up my fl esh : 
they stumbled and fell.

3 Though an host of men were laid against me, yet shall  
not my heart be afraid : 
and though there rose up war against me, yet will I put  
my trust in him.

4 One thing have I desired of the Lord, which I will   
require : 
even that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the  
days of my life, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and  
to visit his temple.

5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his   
tabernacle : 
yea, in the secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me,  
and set me up upon a rock of stone.

6 And now shall he lift up mine head : 
above mine enemies round about me.

7 Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation with  
great gladness : 
I will sing, and speak praises unto the Lord.

8 Hearken unto my voice, O Lord, when I cry unto thee :  
have mercy upon me, and hear me.
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9 My heart hath talked of thee, seek ye my face : 
Thy face, Lord, will I seek.

10 O hide not thou thy face from me : 
nor cast thy servant away in displeasure.

11 Thou hast been my succour : 
leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.

12 When my father and my mother forsake me : 
the Lord taketh me up.

13 Teach me thy way, O Lord : 
and lead me in the right way, because of mine enemies.

14 Deliver me not over into the will of mine adversaries :  
for there are false witnesses risen up against me, and such  
as speak wrong.

15 I should utterly have fainted : 
but that I believe verily to see the goodness of the Lord in  
the land of the living.

16 O tarry thou the Lord's leisure : 
be strong, and he shall comfort thine heart; and put thou  
thy trust in the Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost :
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Chant: Christopher Deakin (b 1951) 
and Charles H Lloyd (1848-1919)
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Second Reading
Philippians 3: 17-4: 1 
read by Bee Abel

Brethren, join in imitating me, and mark those who so live as 
you have an example in us. For many, of whom I have often told 
you and now tell you even with tears, live as enemies of the 
cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, 
and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 
But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly body 
to be like his glorious body, by the power which enables him 
even to subject all things to himself. 

Therefore, my brethren, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand fi rm thus in the Lord, my beloved.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Lord Jesus, think on me,
And purge away my sin;

From earthborn passions set me free,
And make me pure within.

Lord Jesus, think on me
With many a care opprest;

Let me thy loving servant be,
And taste thy promised rest.

Lord Jesus, think on me,
Nor let me go astray;

Through darkness and perplexity
Point thou the heavenly way.
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Lord Jesus, think on me,
That, when the fl ood is past,

I may the eternal brightness see,
And share thy joy at last.

Tune: St Paul’s by J Stainer 1840-1901
Words: Synesius of Cyrene c. 365 – c. 414

Tr A W Chatfi eld 1808-96

Gospel Reading

Reader Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to Luke.

All [sung] Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 13: 31-end
read by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake

At that very hour some Pharisees came, and said to him, “Get 
away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” And he said to 
them: 

“Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform 
cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I fi nish my course. 
Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the 
day following; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish 
away from Jerusalem.’ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the 
prophets and stoning those who are sent to you! How often 
would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers 
her brood under her wings, and you would not! Behold, your 
house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you 
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All [sung] Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon  
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride's
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Creed
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucifi ed 
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorifi ed,
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

9



Prayers of Intercession
led by John Forrest

These responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy,
All hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace

Minister Since we are justifi ed by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who has given us access to his grace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All and also with you.

Preparation of the Table

Hymn

My song is love unknown,
my Saviour’s love to me,

love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.

O who am I,
that for my sake

my Lord should take
frail fl esh, and die?
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He came from his blest throne, 
salvation to bestow;

but men made strange, and none 
the longed-for Christ would know. 

But O, my Friend,
my Friend indeed,

who at my need
his life did spend!

Sometimes they strew his way, 
and his sweet praises sing; 

resounding all the day
hosannas to their King.

Then ‘Crucify!’
is all their breath,
and for his death

they thirst and cry.

They rise, and needs will have my 
dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,

the Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful he

to suffering goes,
that he his foes

from thence might free.
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Here might I stay and sing:
no story so divine;

never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine!

This is my Friend,
in whose sweet praise

I all my days
could gladly spend.

Tune: Love Unknown by J Ireland 1879-1962
Words: S Crossman 1624-83

Minister     Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
         Through your goodness we have this bread to offer,   
         which earth has given and human hands have made.   
         It will become for us the bread of life.

All           Blessed be God for ever.

Minister   Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become our spiritual drink.

All  Blessed be God for ever.

Eucharistic Prayer

Minister  The Lord be with you,
All and also with you.

Minister  Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Minister  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Minister  Let us pray.

Minister  It is indeed right,
it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

And now we give you thanks 
because you give us the spirit of discipline, 
that we may triumph over evil and grow in grace, 
as we prepare to celebrate the paschal mystery 
with mind and heart renewed. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing:

Sanctus and Benedictus                                                                 
Messe en l'honneur du Saint-Sacrement, Op 130 – Joseph Jongen

Choir 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus
Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 
pleni sunt caeli et terra 
gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit
in nomine Domini:
Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth
are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 

Blessed is he who cometh
in the name of the Lord: 
Hosanna in the highest.
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Prayer of Consecration

Minister Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example 
and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection 
and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of his kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Minister  Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
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Minister  Accept through him, our great high priest,
    this our sacrifi ce of thanks and praise,
    and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
    in the presence of your divine majesty,
    renew us by your Spirit,
    inspire us with your love,
    and unite us in the body of your Son,
    Jesus Christ our Lord.
 
 Through him, and with him, and in him,
    in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
    with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
 we worship you, Father almighty,
    in songs of everlasting praise.

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power
 be yours for ever and ever.
 Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Minister  Let us pray with confi dence as our Saviour has   
 taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread

Minister  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ:
All Though we are many, we are one body,
 because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
          
Minister     Draw near with faith.
 Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
 which he gave for you,
 and his blood which he shed for you.
 Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
 and feed on him in your hearts
 by faith with thanksgiving.

All We do not presume
 to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
 trusting in our own righteousness,
 but in your manifold and great mercies.
 We are not worthy so much as to 
 gather up the crumbs under your table.
 But you are the same Lord
 whose nature is always to have mercy.
 Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
 so to eat the fl esh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
 and to drink his blood,
 that our sinful bodies
 may be made clean by his body
 and our souls washed
 through his most precious blood,
 and that we may evermore dwell in him,
 and he in us.  Amen.
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Anthem
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem – John Blow
 
 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem, 
 they shall prosper that love thee. 
 Peace be within thy walls, 
 and plenteousness within thy palaces. 
 For my brethren and companions' sakes, 
 I will wish thee prosperity. 
 Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God, 
 I will seek to do thee good. 

Words: Psalm 122,  Book of Common Prayer

Prayers after Communion
The minister leads the post communion prayer for the day

Minister  Let us pray.

Minister  Almighty God, 
 you see that we have no power of ourselves 
 to help ourselves: 
 keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
 and inwardly in our souls, 
 that we may be defended from all adversities 
 which may happen to the body, 
 and from all evil thoughts 
 which may assault and hurt the soul; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

All Almighty God,
 we thank you for feeding us
 with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
 Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
 to be a living sacrifi ce.
 Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
 to live and work to your praise and glory. 
 Amen.
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Hymn

O Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou forever near me,

my Master and my Friend:
I shall not fear the battle

if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway

if thou wilt be my guide.

O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still

above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me,

to hasten, or control;
O speak, and make me listen,

thou guardian of my soul.

O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee,

that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;

and, Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end:

O give me grace to follow,
my Master and my Friend.

O let me see thy foot-marks,
and in them plant mine own;

my hope to follow duly
is in thy strength alone:

O guide me, call me, draw me,
uphold me to the end;

and then in heaven receive me,
my Saviour and my Friend.

Tune:  Wolvercote by WH Ferguson 1874-1950
Words: J Bode 1816-74
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Blessing 

Minister     Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves,
take up your cross, an followd him. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you now and always.  

All  Amen.

Dismissal

Minister Go in the peace of Christ. 
Choir Thanks be to God. 

Organ Voluntary 
Toccata Quinta sopra i pedali per l'organo e senza, F 3.05  
– Giroloamo Frescobaldi

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, London. CCLI Licence no 2277036 
CCLI Streaming Licence no 954810
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this crisis, both through regular giving 
and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially

 through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20




