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CHORAL EVENSONG

PASSION SUNDAY 
FIFTH SUNDAY 

of LENT 



Hymn

All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;

him serve with fear, his praise forth tell, 
come ye before him, and rejoice.

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed; 
without our aid he did us make; 
we are his folk, he doth us feed, 

and for his sheep he doth us take.

O enter then his gates with praise,
approach with joy his courts unto; 

praise, laud, and bless his name always, 
for it is seemly so to do.

For why? The Lord our God is good; 
his mercy is for ever sure; 

his truth at all times fi rmly stood, 
and shall from age to age endure.

 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

the God whom heaven and earth adore,
from men and from the angel-host

be praise and glory evermore.  
    

Tune: Old Hundredth from Genevan Psalter 1551
Words: W Kethe d 1594

Welcome

Minister Beloved, we are come together
 in the presence of Almighty God
 and of the whole company of heaven
 to offer unto him, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 our worship and praise and thanksgiving;
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 to make confession of our sins,
 to pray as well for others as for ourselves,
 that we may know more truly
 the greatness of God’s love
 and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace;
 and to ask on behalf of all men
 such things as their well being doth require.
 Wherefore let us kneel now
 and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Confession 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,
 we have erred, and strayed from thy ways 
 like lost sheep,
 we have followed too much
 the devices and desires of our own hearts,
 we have offended against thy holy laws, 
 we have left undone those things
 which we ought to have done,
 and we have done those things
 which we ought not to have done,
 and there is no health in us:
 but thou, O Lord,
 have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
 spare thou them, O God,
 which confess their faults,
 restore thou them that are penitent,
 according to thy promises
 declared unto mankind
 in Christ Jesu our Lord:
 and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
 that we may hereafter live a godly,
 righteous, and sober life,
 to the glory of thy holy name.
 Amen.
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The Minister delivers the Absolution
 
 May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto
 you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
 time for amendment of life, 
 and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.
All  Amen.

Preces
Orlando Gibbons

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips,
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister O God, make speed to save us,
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen.

Minister Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.

Psalm 35

Choir             
 1 Plead thou my cause, O Lord, with them that 
 strive with me : 
 and fi ght thou against them that fi ght against me.

 2 Lay hand upon the shield and buckler : 
 and stand up to help me.

 3 Bring forth the spear, and stop the way against 
 them that persecute me : 
 say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.
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4 Let them be confounded and put to shame, 
that seek after my soul : 
let them be turned back and brought to confusion, 
that imagine mischief for me.

5 Let them be as the dust before the wind : 
and the angel of the Lord scattering them.

6 Let their way be dark and slippery : 
and let the angel of the Lord persecute them.

7 For they have privily laid their net to destroy me  
without a cause : 
yea, even without a cause have they made a pit 
for my soul.

8 Let a sudden destruction come upon him un-awares,  
and his net, that he hath laid privily, catch himself : 
that he may fall into his own mischief.

9 And, my soul, be joyful in the Lord : 
it shall rejoice in his salvation. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost :
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Chants: Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

Old Testament Lesson
2 Chronicles 35: 1-6, 10-16 
read by Philip Tebb

Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the Lord in Jerusalem: 
and they killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the fi rst 
month. And he set the priests in their charges, and encouraged 
them to the service of the house of the Lord, And said unto the 
Levites that taught all Israel, which were holy unto the Lord, Put 
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the holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David king 
of Israel did build; it shall not be a burden upon your shoulders: 
serve now the Lord your God, and his people Israel, And prepare 
yourselves by the houses of your fathers, after your courses, 
according to the writing of David king of Israel, and according 
to the writing of Solomon his son. And stand in the holy place 
according to the divisions of the families of the fathers of your 
brethren the people, and after the division of the families of 
the Levites. So kill the passover, and sanctify yourselves, and 
prepare your brethren, that they may do according to the word 
of the Lord by the hand of Moses.

So the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their 
place, and the Levites in their courses, according to the king's 
commandment. And they killed the passover, and the priests 
sprinkled the blood from their hands, and the Levites fl ayed 
them. And they removed the burnt offerings, that they might 
give according to the divisions of the families of the people, to 
offer unto the Lord, as it is written in the book of Moses. And 
so did they with the oxen. And they roasted the passover with 
fi re according to the ordinance: but the other holy offerings sod 
they in pots, and in caldrons, and in pans, and divided them 
speedily among all the people. 

And afterward they made ready for themselves, and for the 
priests: because the priests the sons of Aaron were busied in 
offering of burnt offerings and the fat until night; therefore 
the Levites prepared for themselves, and for the priests the 
sons of Aaron. And the singers the sons of Asaph were in their 
place, according to the commandment of David, and Asaph, and 
Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer; and the porters waited at 
every gate; they might not depart from their service; for their 
brethren the Levites prepared for them. So all the service of the 
Lord was prepared the same day, to keep the passover, and to 
offer burnt offerings upon the altar of the Lord, according to 
the commandment of king Josiah.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Magnifi cat 
Evening Service in E minor – Daniel Purcell

Choir My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnifi ed me:
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath fi lled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath
holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

New Testament Lesson
Luke 22: 1-13
read by Kirsty McEwen 

Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called 
the Passover. And the chief priests and scribes sought how 
they might kill him; for they feared the people. Then entered 
Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of 
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the twelve. And he went his way, and communed with the chief 
priests and captains, how he might betray him unto them. And 
they were glad, and covenanted to give him money. And he 
promised, and sought opportunity to betray him unto them in 
the absence of the multitude.

Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover 
must be killed. And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and 
prepare us the passover, that we may eat. And they said unto 
him, Where wilt thou that we prepare? And he said unto them, 
Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there shall a man 
meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the house 
where he entereth in. And ye shall say unto the goodman of the 
house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, 
where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? And he shall 
shew you a large upper room furnished: there make ready. And 
they went, and found as he had said unto them: and they made 
ready the passover.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Nunc Dimittis 
Evening Service in E minor – Daniel Purcell

Choir Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen:
thy salvation; 
Which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
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Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucifi ed, dead, and buried:
He descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy Catholic Church;
the Communion of Saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting.
Amen.

Responses 
Orlando Gibbons

Minister The Lord be with you,
Choir and with thy spirit.

Minister Let us pray.
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Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us,
Choir and grant us thy salvation.

Minister O Lord, save the Queen,
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness,
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful.

Minister O Lord, save thy people,
Choir and bless thine inheritance.

Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord,
Choir because there is none other that fi ghteth for us,

but only thou, O God.

Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us,
Choir and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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Collects
The fi rst, for the day

Minister Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection 
of thy Son Jesus Christ hast delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

Choir Amen.

The second, for Peace

Minister O God, from whom all holy desires,
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
Give unto thy servants that peace
which the world cannot give;
that both our hearts may be set
to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee we being defended
from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Choir Amen.

The third, for Aid against all Perils

Minister Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Choir Amen.
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Anthem
God so loved the world from Crucifixion – John Stainer

God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoso believeth in Him
should not perish,
but have everlasting life.
For God sent not His Son
into the world
to condemn the world;
but that the world
through Him might be saved.

Words: John 3: 16-17

Sermon  
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride's

Hymn 

Father of heaven, whose love profound
a ransom for our souls hath found,
 before thy throne we sinners bend,

to us thy pardoning love extend.

Almighty Son, incarnate Word,
our Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, Lord,

before thy throne we sinners bend,
to us thy saving grace extend.

Eternal Spirit, by whose breath
the soul is raised from sin and death,

before thy throne we sinners bend,
to us thy quickening power extend.
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Thrice Holy! Father, Spirit, Son;
mysterious Godhead, Three in One,
before thy throne we sinners bend,

grace, pardon, life to us extend.

Tune: Rivaulx. J B Dykes 1823–76
Words: E Cooper 1770–1833

Prayers of Intercession
The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride's

This response may be used

 Lord, in thy mercy,
All hear our prayer.

 Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
 for the sake of thy Son,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn 

Morning glory, starlit sky,
soaring music, scholars’ truth,

fl ight of swallows, autumn leaves,
memory’s treasure, grace of youth:

Open are the gifts of God,
gifts of love to mind and sense;

hidden is love’s agony,
love’s endeavour, love’s expense.

Love that gives, gives ever more,
gives with zeal, with eager hands,

spares not, keeps not, all outpours,
ventures all, its all expends.
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Drained is love in making full,
bound in setting others free,

poor in making many rich,
weak in giving power to be.

Therefore he who shows us God
helpless hangs upon the tree;

and the nails and crown of thorns
tell of what God’s love must be.

Here is God: no monarch he,
throned in easy state to reign;

here is God, whose arms of love
aching, spent, the world sustain.

Tune: Song 13 by O Gibbons 1583-1625
Words: W H Vanstone 1923-99 

Blessing

Minister The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you and remain with you always.

Choir Amen.

Organ Voluntary
Chorale Prelude, 'O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde groß' (O man, bewail 
thy sins so great) BWV 622 – Johann Sebastian Bach

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, London. CCLI Licence no 2277036 
CCLI Streaming Licence no 954810
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this crisis, both through regular giving 
and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially

 through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20




