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CHORAL EUCHARIST

TWELFTH SUNDAY
after TRINITY 



Opening Sentence 
Moses said, ‘Choose life, that you and your descendants may live, 
loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice, and cleaving to him.’

Hymn 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided,
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fi res us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us,
Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise.

Lord, for our land, in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care;

for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt him,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain;

hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him,
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us,
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne;

past put behind us, for the future take us,
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Tune: Lord of the years by M Baughen b 1930, arranged by D Iliff b 1939
Words: T Dudley-Smith b 1926

The minister greets the people

Minister The Lord be with you,
All and also with you.
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Welcome

Prayer of Preparation

All Almighty God,
 to whom all hearts are open,
 all desires known,
 and from whom no secrets are hidden:
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
 that we may perfectly love you,
 and worthily magnify your holy name;
 through Christ our Lord.
 Amen.

Prayer of Penitence

Minister  God so loved the world 
 that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
 to save us from our sins, 
 to be our advocate in heaven, 
 and to bring us to eternal life.  
 Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
 fi rmly resolved to keep God's commandments 
 and to live in love and peace with all.

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
  we have sinned against you
  and against our neighbour
  in thought and word and deed,
  through negligence, through weakness,
  through our own deliberate fault.
  We are truly sorry
  and repent of all our sins.
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
  who died for us,
  forgive us all that is past
  and grant that we may serve you 
 in newness of life to the glory of your name.
  Amen.
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Minister Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
 have mercy upon you, 
 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
 confi rm and strengthen you in all goodness,
 and keep you in life eternal; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All  Amen.

Gloria
English Gloria – Thomas Tomkins 

Choir Glory be to God on high,
 and in earth peace, good will toward men.
 We praise thee, we bless thee,
 we worship thee, we glorify thee,
 we give thanks to thee for thy great glory:
 O Lord God, heavenly King;
 God the Father Almighty.
 O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ:
 O Lord God, Lamb of God,
 Son of the Father;
 that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
 Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
 receive our prayer.
 Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
 have mercy upon us.
 For Thou only art holy;
 Thou only art the Lord;
 Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
 art the most high in the glory of God the Father.
 Amen.

3



Collect
Minister Almighty and everlasting God, 

you are always more ready to hear 
than we to pray 
and to give more than either we desire or deserve: 
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid 
and giving us those good things 
which we are not worthy to ask 
but through the merits and mediation 
of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All   Amen.

First Reading
Deuteronomy 30: 15-end 
read by Kirsty McEwen

See, I have set before you this day life and good, death and evil. 
If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God which I 
command you this day, by loving the Lord your God, by walking 
in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes 
and his ordinances, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord 
your God will bless you in the land which you are entering to take 
possession of it. But if your heart turns away, and you will not 
hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 
I declare to you this day, that you shall perish; you shall not live 
long in the land which you are going over the Jordan to enter 
and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you this 
day, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; 
therefore choose life, that you and your descendants may live, 
loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice, and cleaving to him; 
for that means life to you and length of days, that you may dwell 
in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 139: 1-11 

Choir        

1 O Lord, thou hast searched me out and known me : 
thou knowest my down-sitting and mine up-rising, 
thou understandest my thoughts long before.

2 Thou art about my path, and about my bed : 
and spiest out all my ways.

3 For lo, there is not a word in my tongue : 
but thou, O Lord, knowest it altogether.

4 Thou hast fashioned me behind and before : 
and laid thine hand upon me.

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for me : 
I cannot attain unto it.

6 Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit : 
or whither shall I go then from thy presence?

7 If I climb up into heaven, thou art there : 
if I go down to hell, thou art there also.

8 If I take the wings of the morning : 
and remain in the uttermost parts of the sea;

9 Even there also shall thy hand lead me : 
and thy right hand shall hold me.

10 If I say, Peradventure the darkness shall cover me : 
then shall my night be turned to day.

11 Yea, the darkness is no darkness with thee, 
but the night is as clear as the day : 
the darkness and light to thee are both alike.
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost :
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Chant: William Prendergast 1868-1933

Second Reading
Philemon 1-25
read by Anthony Mann

Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To 
Philemon our beloved fellow worker and Apphia our sister and 
Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 
because I hear of your love and of the faith which you have 
toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, and I pray that the 
sharing of your faith may promote the knowledge of all the good 
that is ours in Christ. For I have derived much joy and comfort 
from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints 
have been refreshed through you.

Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command 
you to do what is required, yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal 
to you—I, Paul, an ambassador and now a prisoner also for 
Christ Jesus— I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose 
father I have become in my imprisonment. (Formerly he was 
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 
I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. I would 
have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might 
serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the 
gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in 
order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of 
your own free will.
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Perhaps this is why he was parted from you for a while, that you 
might have him back for ever, no longer as a slave but more than 
a slave, as a beloved brother, especially to me but how much 
more to you, both in the fl esh and in the Lord. So if you consider 
me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. If he has 
wronged you at all, or owes you anything,  charge that to my 
account. I, Paul, write this with my own hand, I will repay it—to 
say nothing of your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, 
I want some benefi t from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in 
Christ.

Confi dent of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that 
you will do even more than I say. At the same time, prepare a 
guest room for me, for I am hoping through your prayers to be 
granted to you.

Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to 
you, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow 
workers.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn 

Who would true valour see, 
let him come hither;

one here will constant be,
come wind, come weather;
there’s no discouragement
shall make him once relent

his fi rst avowed intent
to be a pilgrim.
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Whoso beset him round
with dismal stories,

do but themselves confound,
his strength the more is.
No lion can him fright:
he’ll with a giant fi ght,

but he will have the right
to be a pilgrim.

Hobgoblin nor foul fi end
can daunt his spirit;

he knows he at the end
shall life inherit.

Then, fancies, fl y away;
he’ll not fear what men say;

he’ll labour night and day
to be a pilgrim.

Tune: Monks Gate. English trad, adapted by R Vaughan Williams 1872–1958
Words: J Bunyan 1628–88 

Gospel Reading

Reader  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to Luke.

All [sung] Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 14: 25-33
read by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride's 

Great multitudes accompanied Jesus; and he turned and said to 
them, “If any one comes to me and does not hate his own father 
and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever 
does not bear his own cross and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not 
fi rst sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation, and is 
not able to fi nish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This 
man began to build, and was not able to fi nish.’ 
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Or what king, going to encounter another king in war, will not 
sit down fi rst and take counsel whether he is able with ten 
thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty 
thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, 
he sends an embassy and asks terms of peace. So therefore, 
whoever of you does not renounce all that he has cannot be my 
disciple.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All [sung] Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon  
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride's

Creed
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucifi ed
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorifi ed,
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
led by Robin Turner 

These responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy,
All hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace

Minister Christ is our peace.  
He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  
We meet in his name and we share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you,
All and also with you.

Preparation of the Table
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Offertory Hymn

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways;

re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service fi nd,

in deeper reverence praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,

the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word 

rise up and follow thee.

 O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,

where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,

interpreted by love!

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease;

take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess

the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;

let sense be dumb, let fl esh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fi re,

O still small voice of calm.

Tune: Repton by C H H Parry 1848–1918
Words: J G Whittier 1807–92
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Minister Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life.

All  Blessed be God for ever.

Minister   Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become our spiritual drink.

All  Blessed be God for ever.

Eucharistic Prayer

Minister  The Lord be with you,
All [sung] and also with you.

Minister  Lift up your hearts.
All [sung] We lift them to the Lord.

Minister  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All [sung] It is right to give thanks and praise.

Minister  Let us pray.
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Minister  It is indeed right,
it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

For he is your living Word; 
through him you have created all things 
from the beginning, and formed us in your own image.  
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin,  
giving him to be born of a woman 
and to die upon the cross; 
you raised him from the dead 
and exalted him to your right hand on high.  
Through him you have sent upon us 
your holy and life-giving Spirit, 
and made us a people for your own possession.  

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing:

Sanctus and Benedictus
Short Communion Service – Nathaniel Patrick 

Choir Holy, holy, holy,
Lord, God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to Thee,
O Lord most high.

Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Prayer of Consecration

Minister Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
    through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
    and as we follow his example 
 and obey his command,
    grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
    these gifts of bread and wine
    may be to us his body and his blood;
    Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
 took bread and gave you thanks;
    he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
    Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
    do this in remembrance of me.
   
 In the same way, after supper he took the cup
    and gave you thanks;
 he gave it to them, saying:
 Drink this, all of you;
    this is my blood of the new covenant,
    which is shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins.
 Do this, as often as you drink it,
    in remembrance of me.
 
 Therefore, heavenly Father,
    we remember his offering of himself
    made once for all upon the cross;
    we proclaim his mighty resurrection 
 and glorious ascension;
    we look for the coming of his kingdom,
    and with this bread and this cup
    we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Minister  Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.
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Minister  Accept through him, our great high priest,
    this our sacrifi ce of thanks and praise,
    and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
    in the presence of your divine majesty,
    renew us by your Spirit,
    inspire us with your love,
    and unite us in the body of your Son,
    Jesus Christ our Lord.

 Through him, and with him, and in him,
    in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
    with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
 we worship you, Father almighty,
    in songs of everlasting praise.

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power
 be yours for ever and ever.
 Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Minister  Let us pray with confi dence as our Saviour has    
 taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread

Minister  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ:
All Though we are many, we are one body,
 because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
The minister says this invitation to communion

 Draw near with faith.
 Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
 which he gave for you,
 and his blood which he shed for you.
 Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
 and feed on him in your hearts
 by faith with thanksgiving.

This prayer is said before the distribution

All We do not presume
 to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
 trusting in our own righteousness,
 but in your manifold and great mercies.
 We are not worthy so much as to 
 gather up the crumbs under your table.
 But you are the same Lord
 whose nature is always to have mercy.
 Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
 so to eat the fl esh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
 and to drink his blood,
 that our sinful bodies
 may be made clean by his body
 and our souls washed
 through his most precious blood,
 and that we may evermore dwell in him,
 and he in us.
 Amen.
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Anthem
O Lord, arise into thy resting-place – Thomas Weelkes

Choir

 O Lord, arise into thy resting place, 
 thou and the ark of thy strength.
 Save thy people, good Lord, and bless thine inheritance.
 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness, 
 and thy saints sing with joyfulness.
 Alleluia.

Words: Psalm 132: 8-9 and 28: 10

Prayers after Communion

Minister  Let us pray.

Minister  God of all mercy, 
 in this eucharist you have set aside our sins 
 and given us your healing: 
 grant that we who are made whole in Christ 
 may bring that healing to this broken world, 
 in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All Amen.

All Almighty God,
 we thank you for feeding us
 with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
 Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
 to be a living sacrifi ce.
 Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
 to live and work to your praise and glory.
 Amen. 
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Hymn 

All for Jesus, all for Jesus,
this our song shall ever be;

for we have no hope, nor Saviour,
if we have not hope in thee.

All for Jesus, thou wilt give us
strength to serve thee, hour by hour;
none can move us from thy presence

while we trust thy love and power.

All for Jesus, at thine altar
thou wilt give us sweet content;

there, dear Lord, we shall receive thee
in the solemn sacrament.

All for Jesus, thou hast loved us;
all for Jesus, thou hast died;

all for Jesus, thou art with us;
all for Jesus crucifi ed.

All for Jesus, all for Jesus,
this the church’s song must be,
till, at last, we all are gathered

one in love and one in thee.
Tune: All for Jesus by J Stainer 1840-1901
Words: W J Sparrow-Simpson 1859-1952
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Blessing 

Minister     The peace of God which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  

All  Amen.

Dismissal

Minister Go in the peace of Christ. 
Choir Thanks be to God. 

Organ Voluntary
Fugue in G major 'Gigue' BWV 577 – Johann Sebastian Bach

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, London. CCLI Licence no 2277036 
CCLI Streaming Licence no 954810
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TUESDAY 6th SEPTEMBER, 6:30pm

Free to attend in church or watch online
www.stbrides.com/olsen

TOM OLSEN LECTURE

SPEAKER: CAROL COOPER
doctor, journalist, author

REGISTER
NOW

“Has Covid fractured the waywe live?”

SUPPORTED BY




