
6th FEBRUARY 2022, 5:30pm

CHORAL EVENSONG

FOURTH SUNDAY 
before LENT  



Hymn
O worship the King, all glorious above;

O gratefully sing his power and his love;
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,

pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise.

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;

his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

The earth with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, thy power hath founded of old;

hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree,
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea.

O measureless might, ineffable love,
while angels delight to hymn thee above,

thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise.

Tune: Hanover
Descant: A Gray 1855-1935
Words: R Grant 1779-1838

Psalm 104
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Welcome

Minister Beloved, we are come together
in the presence of Almighty God
and of the whole company of heaven
to offer unto him, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
our worship and praise and thanksgiving;
to make confession of our sins,
to pray as well for others as for ourselves,
that we may know more truly
the greatness of God’s love
and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace;
and to ask on behalf of all men
such things as their well being doth require.
Wherefore let us kneel now
and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Confession 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred, and strayed from thy ways 
like lost sheep,
we have followed too much
the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things
which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things
which we ought not to have done,
and there is no health in us:
but thou, O Lord,
have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
spare thou them, O God,
which confess their faults,
restore thou them that are penitent,
according to thy promises
declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesu our Lord:
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and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly,
righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy name.
Amen.

The Minister delivers the Absolution

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto
you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.

All  Amen.

Preces
Jonathan Rathbone 

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips,
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister O God, make speed to save us,
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost;

Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.

Minister Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.
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Psalm 1 
1 Blessed is the man that hath not walked in the counsel  
of the ungodly, nor stood in the way of sinners : 
and hath not sat in the seat of the scornful.

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord : 
and in his law will he exercise himself day and night.

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the water-side : 
that will bring forth his fruit in due season.

4 His leaf also shall not wither : 
and look, whatsoever he doeth, it shall prosper.

5 As for the ungodly, it is not so with them : 
but they are like the chaff, which the wind scattereth 
away from the face of the earth.

6 Therefore the ungodly shall not be able to 
stand in the judgement : 
neither the sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

7 But the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous : 
and the way of the ungodly shall perish.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost :
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen.

Chant: Grayston Ives b. 1948
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Old Testament Lesson
Wisdom 6: 1-21 
read by Jenny Kingsley

Listen therefore, O kings, and understand; learn, O judges of 
the ends of the earth. Give ear, you that rule over multitudes, 
and boast of many nations. For your dominion was given you 
from the Lord, and your sovereignty from the Most High, 
who will search out your works and inquire into your plans. 
Because as servants of his kingdom you did not rule rightly, 
nor keep the law, nor walk according to the purpose of God, 
he will come upon you terribly and swiftly, because severe 
judgment falls on those in high places. For the lowliest man 
may be pardoned in mercy, but mighty men will be mightily 
tested. For the Lord of all will not stand in awe of anyone, nor 
show deference to greatness; because he himself made both 
small and great, and he takes thought for all alike. But a strict 
inquiry is in store for the mighty. To you then, O monarchs, 
my words are directed, that you may learn wisdom and not 
transgress. For they will be made holy who observe holy things 
in holiness, and those who have been taught them will fi nd a 
defence. Therefore set your desire on my words; long for them, 
and you will be instructed.

Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned 
by those who love her, and is found by those who seek her. 
She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. 
He who rises early to seek her will have no diffi culty, for he 
will fi nd her sitting at his gates. To fi x one’s thought on her is 
perfect understanding, and he who is vigilant on her account 
will soon be free from care, because she goes about seeking 
those worthy of her, and she graciously appears to them in 
their paths, and meets them in every thought.

The beginning of wisdom is the most sincere desire for 
instruction, and concern for instruction is love of her, and love 
of her is the keeping of her laws, and giving heed to her laws is 

5



assurance of immortality, and immortality brings one near to 
God; so the desire for wisdom leads to a kingdom. Therefore if 
you delight in thrones and sceptres, O monarchs over the peoples, 
honour wisdom, that you may reign for ever.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Magnifi cat 
Evening Service ‘Collegium Regale’ – Herbert Howells

Choir My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnifi ed me: 
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: 
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath
holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
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New Testament Lesson
Colossians 3: 1-22
read by Christopher Betterton

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your 
affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory.

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the 
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For 
which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of 
disobedience: In the which ye also walked some time, when ye 
lived in them.

But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, fi lthy communication out of your mouth. Lie 
not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man 
with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is 
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created 
him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ 
is all, and in all.

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye.

And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of 
perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
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and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fi t in 
the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against 
them. Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well 
pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to 
anger, lest they be discouraged. Servants, obey in all things 
your masters according to the fl esh; not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God.

 This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Nunc Dimittis 
Evening Service ‘Collegium Regale’ – Herbert Howells

Choir Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
 according to thy word.
 For mine eyes have seen:
 thy salvation;  
 Which thou hast prepared
 before the face of all people;
 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
 and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
 and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning,
 is now, and ever shall be,
 world without end. Amen.
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Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God the Father Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth:
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucifi ed, dead, and buried:
 He descended into hell;
 the third day he rose again from the dead;
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand 
 of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come
 to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost;
 the holy Catholic Church;
 the Communion of Saints;
 the forgiveness of sins;
 the Resurrection of the body,
 and the Life everlasting.
 Amen.

Responses 
Jonathan Rathbone

Minister The Lord be with you,
Choir and with thy spirit.

Minister Let us pray.
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Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Our Father, which art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 Thy kingdom come,
 Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive them that trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
 Amen.

Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us,
Choir and grant us thy salvation.

Minister O Lord, save the Queen,
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness,
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful.

Minister O Lord, save thy people,
Choir and bless thine inheritance.

Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord,
Choir because there is none other that fi ghteth for us,
 but only thou, O God.

Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us,
Choir and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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Collects
The fi rst, for the day

Minister O God, who knowest us 
 to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers, 
 that by reason of the frailty of our nature
 we cannot always stand upright: 
 grant to us such strength and protection 
 as may support us in all dangers 
 and carry us through all temptations; 
 through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
 who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever.  
Choir Amen.

The second, for Peace

Minister O God, from whom all holy desires,
 all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
 Give unto thy servants that peace
 which the world cannot give;
 that both our hearts may be set
 to obey thy commandments, 
 and also that by thee we being defended
 from the fear of our enemies
 may pass our time in rest and quietness;
 through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Choir Amen.

The third, for Aid against all Perils

Minister Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
 and by thy great mercy defend us 
 from all perils and dangers of this night; 
 for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Choir Amen.
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Anthem
Let all the world – Kenneth Leighton

Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
The heavens are not too high,
His praise may thither fl y;
the earth is not too low,
His praises there may grow.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!

Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!
The Church with psalms must shout,
no door can keep them out;
but, above all, the heart
must bear the longest part.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
my God and King!

Words: G Herbert 1593-1633

Sermon  
The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride's 

Hymn 

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side;
bear patiently the cross of grief and pain;

leave to your God to order and provide;
in every change he faithful will remain.

Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
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Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
to guide the future as he has the past.

Your hope, your confi dence let nothing shake,
all now mysterious shall be clear at last.

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
his voice, who ruled them while he dwelt below.

Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart
and all is darkened in the vale of tears,

then you shall better know his love, his heart,
who comes to soothe your sorrow, calm your fears.

Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay
from his own fulness all he takes away.

Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
when we shall be for ever with the Lord,

when disappointment, grief and fear are gone,
sorrow forgotten, love’s pure joy restored.

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last.

Tune: Finlandia. From Finlandia by J Sibelius 1865-1957
Words: K von Schlegel b. 1697.  Tr J L Borthwick 1813-97

Prayers of Intercession
The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride's 

This response may be used

 Lord, in thy mercy,
All hear our prayer.

 Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
 for the sake of thy Son,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Hymn 

The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended,
the darkness falls at thy behest;

to thee our morning hymns ascended,
thy praise shall sanctify our rest.

We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping,
while earth rolls onward into light,

through all the world her watch is keeping,
and rests not now by day or night.

As o’er each continent and island
the dawn leads on another day,

the voice of prayer is never silent,
nor dies the strain of praise away.

The sun that bids us rest is waking
our brethren ’neath the western sky,

and hour by hour fresh lips are making
thy wondrous doings heard on high.

So be it, Lord: thy throne shall never,
like earth’s proud empires, pass away;

thy kingdom stands, and grows forever,
till all thy creatures own thy sway.

Tune: St Clement by C Scholefi eld 1839–1904
Words: J Ellerton 1826-93
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Blessing

Minister The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you and remain with you always.

Choir Amen.

Organ Voluntary
Paean  – Kenneth Leighton
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this crisis, both through regular giving 
and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially

 through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20

https://www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfleetstreet



